
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Folklore is one of Indonesia's cultures that adds to the cultural diversity in our 

country and is worth preserving. Each region in Indonesia generally has a different 

folklore, and there must also be a meaning that can be drawn from each of these 

stories that serves as a means of conveying cultural values. Folklore is also one of 

the means in conveying the mandate from one generation to the next. Besides that, 

folklore is also often used as a show or entertainment by people who love ancient 

culture to be used as learning in the present. 

And also this folklore is often used by teachers to provide learning for their 

students. Whether it's in the form of assignments or telling stories in the classroom, 

this way a teacher can improve the literary culture of reading to children, and 

children can also imagine in a story that they read or they play. According to 

Danandjaja, definition of folklore is some of the culture of a collective that is 

spread and passed down from generation to generation in between collectives of 

any kind, traditionally in different versions, fine in verbal form or sample 

accompanied by gestures and gestures or supporting tools reminder (memoric 

device).
1
 It means the folklore helps us to give some knowledge to the new 

generation, to find out what happened in the past. The new generation can take 

many things such as moral value and characters on that folklore.  

                                                             
              1

 James Danandjaja, Folklor Indonesia: Ilmu Gosip, Dongeng, Dan lain-lain. (Jakarta: 

Grafiti), 2.  



Folklore is not only used as an entertainment, but many implied and explicit 

messages in a folklore. In addition, by reading one folklore only we have created at 

least a culture of reading. According to Kelly M, literature is the American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English Language offers a number of definitions for the 

word literature, one of which is “imaginative or creative writing, especially of 

recognized artistic value.”
2
 By reading folklore we can understand one by one the 

characters that are built or that are in the story. 

With the background of the problem above, the author is interested in 

analyzing the characters and moral values of some folklore in Banten such as, The 

Legend of Tanjung Lesung, The Legend of Mount Pinang, Prince Pandegelang and 

Princess Cadasari, The Legend of Kuwung Stone, The Legend of Karang Bolong 

Beach. So, the titile is The Analysis of Characters and Moral Values of Local 

Folklore. 

B. Limitation of the problem 

The writer only focused on the analytical of main characters and moral values 

on the local folklore, such as The Legend of Tanjung Lesung, The Legend of 

Mount Pinang, Prince Pandegelang and Princess Cadasari, The Legend of Kuwung 

Stone, The Legend of Karang Bolong Beach.  

 

C. Research Question 

1. How are the main characters on local folklore? 
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2. What are the moral values on local folklore? 

D. Objectiveness of the research 

1. To explain the characters on local folklore. 

2. To explain the moral values on local folklore. 

E. Significance of study 

Based on the objective of research above, the writer provides to propose the 

significance of study, as the follows: 

1. The significance of study tries to give information and knowledge about the 

characters and moral values on local folklore in Banten, 

2. Then, the writer also wants to tell the readers that literary work is not only a 

good reading but also a characters and moral value message in a short 

story, folktale, 

3. Finally, it can be a reference for the next writer who wants to analyze the 

relevance study.  

F. Previous Study 

1. The first previous study is from Fika Indah Septiany. English and Literature 

Department Adab and Humanities Faculty Alauddin. State Islamic 

University Makassar. An Analysis of Morality in Asian Folktales (Children 

Literature). The aims of this thesis to analyze types of moral aspect and 

describe moral aspect message for children in Asian folktales. This research 

used content analysis method. The source of data were from folktales of 

King Vikramaditya (India), Visu the woodsman and Old priest (Japan), 

Makatho (Myanmar), The Golden Cucumber (Indonesia), and A lazy boy 



(Korea). In collecting the data the writer used coding sheet as instrument. 

The writer found that there are thirty-one data of moral aspects by using 

Neiman’s theory and also used folktale from five folktales in Asia; and 

based on theory. There are four types of moral aspect as follows; religious 

morality, individual morality, natural morality and social morality. 

Therefore, the writer concluded that every folktale in each country has each 

different story and different moral message for all children in this world. 

The implication of this research is to give understanding to children in 

increasing their reading and knowledge about moral aspect.
3
 

2. The second previous study is from Septiyana Sari. English Education 

Department. Tarbiyah And Teacher Training Faculty State Islamic 

University of Raden Intan Lampung.  An Analysis of Moral Values In 

“Gulliver’s Travel” Novel. This study tell us about that many information 

about reading a novel, especially in this title “Gulliver’s Travel” novel. 

Many information about character of someone. Novel has contained moral 

value of the main character that told by the writer. Therefore, the novel 

“Gulliver’s Travel” told about the character of Gulliver and his value of 

life. There were two research problems in the novel of “Gulliver’s Travel”, 

which kinds of moral value that appear in that novel and what are the 

advantages of reading Gulliver’s Travel novel. The methodology of this 

research was descriptive qualitative method. Purposive sampling technique 

was used to determine the sample of this research. There were 3 kind of 
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collecting the data, they were documentation, observation, and oral 

comments from another reader. Five major phases were used for the data 

analysis: they were data managing, reading, noting, classifying, 

interpreting, and representing. The results of this research were found some 

moral values in the “Gulliver’s Travel” novel like : commitment to 

something greater than oneself ; self respect, but with humbleness or 

respect to others, self-discipline, and acceptance of personal responsibility ; 

respect and caring for others; caring for other living things and environment 

; courage ; and faith. Therefore, there were four advantages of reading 

“Gulliver’s Travel” novel, they were; improving the language skills 

(reading and writing), increasing the knowledge of another culture, 

increasing the knowledge of new experience, developing one’s own 

personality, support for shaping someone’s character. The implication of 

moral education that we need as human beings. We can use novel as one of 

the media to explain about moral values and help the readers improve their 

moral behavior.
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3. The third previous study is from Famela. English Letters Department. The 

Faculty of Adab and Humanities State Islamic University Syarif 

Hidayatullah. An Analysis of Main Characters on The Movie Amazing 

Grace by Michael Apted. The study in this thesis concerned with the 

characteristics William Wilberforce in the Amazing Grace movie. The 

method used in this paper is qualitative and the way of analysis used 
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character analysis. The writer depicted the characteristics of William 

Wilberforce. As the conclusion, the writer found that the characteristics of 

William Wilberforce in the Amazing Grace movie was developed from the 

first till the end of story. The protagonist, Wilberforce defended powerfully 

from the antagonists. The antagonist could also keep the protagonist in 

reaching his aim, the slavery trade abolition bill. The supporting character 

in this movie also gave some essential contributions to help the protagonist 

in fighting against the slavery. The movie itself talked about William 

Wilberforce struggled in passing the bill of the slavery trade abolition. In 

Amazing Grace movie, the director reveals the character using direct and 

indirect ways.
5
 

From the previous study above are different with my research. The differences 

are as follow. The previous study is intended to analysis of morality in Asian 

Folktales, with the aims to analyse types of moral aspect and describe moral aspect 

for children in Asian Folktales. The method in this research is content analysis 

method. The second previous study is a research about analysis of moral values in 

“Gulliver’s Travel” novel. In this research too give us the information about the 

characters on the novel, not only the moral values. The methodology of this 

research was descriptive qualitative method, purposive sampling technique was 

used to determine the sample of this research. The third previous study is intended 

to analysis of man characters on the movie Amazing Grace by Michael Apted. The 

method used in this paper is qualitative.  
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My study is The Analysis of Characters and Moral Values of Local Folklore. 

This research will analysis the characters and moral values on local folklore. The 

writer took some local folklore in Banten, such as The Legend of Tanjung Lesung, 

The Legend of Mount Pinang, Prince Pandegelang and Princess Cadasari, Thhe 

Legend of Kuwung Stone, The Legend of Karang Bolong Beach. The writer using 

qualitative analysis method with describe the characters and moral values on her 

research.  

G. Organization of writing 

This research paper is systematically divided into three chapters as follows: 

Chapter I: Introduction which is consist of Background of the Study, 

Limitation of the Problem, Research Question, Objective of the Research, 

Significance of the Study, Previous Study, The Organization of writing.  

Chapter II: Is the review of the related theories consists of the Definition of 

character, kinds of character, definition of moral value, definition of folklore, and 

local folklore.  

Chapter III: This chapter tells about the research methodology consist of 

Research Method, Data and Data Source, Instrument of The Study, Population and 

Sample, Data Collection and Data Analyzing. 

 


