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ABSTRACT 

 
This study aims to find out the rhetorical moves in the introduction and discussion 
sections of the research journal articles. The data sources were eight journal articles 
taken from one field of study namely English Language Teaching (ELT) representing 
international and domestic journals. The research journal articles published in the 
international journals are the journals indexed by Scopus and accredited by DIKTI. 
The data were gathered and analyzed by using theoretical framework proposed by 
Swales (1990) for introduction, and Yang & Allison (2003) for discussion. The results 
of the analysis revealed that Indonesian English writers are recognized to the 
rhetorical moves structure of English research articles with regard to the introduction 
framework from Swales (1990) and discussion framework from Yang & Allison 
(2003). Indonesian English writers have been able to write the introduction and 
discussion on research articles appropriately.  
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English has become one of the international languages. English may not be the 

most spoken language in the world, but it is the official language in a large number of 

countries, it is estimated that number of people in the world who use English to 

communicate on a regular basis, English is a dominant business language, it has 

become almost necessity for people to speak English in global workforce. Then, 

most of the content produced on the internet is in English, so that If we aware to the 

English language it will allow to access an incredible amount of information which 

may not be otherwise available. Furthermore, English is as a parameter of 

measuring non- native English writers including Indonesian novice writers.  



Duszak (1994: 33) points out that, the people must conform to regular styles of 

English rhetorical if they intend to write article to be accepted and published in 

research journal articles. Rhetorical means a technique of using language 

proficiently and persuasively to influence the viewers or the readers which empower 

them to convince their readers about their point of view, and rhetorical also as the 

ability to process words in the language and the rhetorical intent to achieve 

something purposes of the term word expressed.  

  Writing rhetorical might evokes its own a challenges. The writing of such kind of 

academic genre requires the knowledge of writing and all other language skills; they 

have the ability in using the language in order to be more formal and academic.  

Novice writer may undergo ample of problems in their writing such as the 

problems with the use of correct grammar, the choice of appropriate dictions and 

style, and even the understanding of how to write their work in a comprehensive 

way. Another problem that may be encountered by the novice writer is related to the 

tendency that their writing is less systematic and poorly developed, and then novice 

writer needs to understand that their work is also part of academic discourse.  

Hyland (2009: 29) points out that academic discourse propose to the ways of 

thinking and using language which exist in the academy. To identify how academic 

discourse we should be known the moves in every sequence of text. Then, to know 

how move is work on the text it should be known the analysis in it. In addition, 

Swales and Feak (1994: 67) states that move analysis is “a text representing a genre 

consists of smaller units called ‘moves’ sequenced in a particular order, forming a 

pattern. Each move possibly consists of sub-units called ‘steps’. A move or step has 

its own communicative function that can be recognized by a set of linguistic features. 

Nwogu (1997: 32) defines that move is “a text part made up of a bundle of linguistic 



features (lexical meanings, propositional meanings, illocutionary forces, etc.) which 

give the part a uniform orientation and signal the content of discourse in it”. 

Moritz, Meurer, & Delllagnelo (2008) in Amnuai & Wanaruk (2013: 1) stated that 

using a move-based approach is “due to the recognition of the need for an 

awareness of the structural format of the research articles”. Consequently, by using 

move analysis to identify the rhetorical of the research journal articles has some 

advantage and solution for novice writer by making the ‘moves’ will help to present 

stance of the text clearly and credibly. 

In order that the reason of recognizing the rhetorical moves is to facilitate the 

writers like as students, practitioners, and academician getting way how to produce 

good writing and force the readers in order to get the points from their writing. They 

able to establish the field or topic, identify a problem, and define the scope of the 

problem by identifying the key matter to be addressed. And then by using the 

rhetorical moves, students, practitioners, and academician flow analytically through a 

thinking process that guides them to a comprehensible writing.  

The reason of this study conducted is to find out how rhetorical moves of 

clauses are used in the introduction and discussion sections of International English 

research journal article and Indonesian English research journal article in one 

scientific in the field of English language teaching (ELT). 

 Swales and Najjar, 1987) stated that Introduction in research article has 

become important for existing capacity to understand the procedure and how to 

produce of specialized academic writing. And the discussion section also plays an 

important role in the research article (Holmes, 1997; Yang & Allison, 2003). Amnuai 

and Wanaruk (2013) stated that discussion section is share claims about how to 

integrate with and contribute to the knowledge of the discipline that take a broad to 



look at the findings as a whole, trying to move the reader back of specific 

information. 

Definitely, by investigated the rhetorical moves of English research journal 

articles in one field of study, this study can find out deepest investigation of how do 

native Indonesian writers and native English writers organize the rhetorical moves of 

Introduction and discussion sections, and giving good contribution to the knowledge 

in teaching academic writing specifically in English language teaching. 

 

METHOD  

The main goal of this research study was to find out how native Indonesian and 

native English writers in using rhetorical moves in their research journal articles are. 

Content analysis was chosen because content analysis is a research technique for 

making inferences that can be replicated and valid data with the context. The basic 

logic in communication is that every communication always contains a message in 

the communication signal, either verbal or nonverbal. As Holsti (1968) said that 

content analysis is “any technique for making inferences by systemically and 

objectively identifying special characteristic of message”.  

The procedure to employ this study consists of some steps as follows: 

Collecting published English research journal articles, Separate up-date journal by 

the year of publishing, categorize journal derived from native Indonesian writers and 

native English writers from each journal, compiles and separate the appropriate data, 

Analyzing the data, representing, interpreting the data and concluding the data 

The data are clauses in research journal articles that contained (statement or 

phrase). The source of data is research journal articles published in International and 



Indonesian journals in the field of English language teaching. First, the research 

journal articles published in international English journal indexed by Scopus; SAGE 

Publication and TESOL quarterly. Second, the research journal articles have been 

certified as accredited journals by DIKTI; Cultural and English Language Teaching 

(CELT) and TEFLIN journal.  

This study collected by qualitative data which are the clauses from eight 

articles; particularly from Introduction and Discussion sections. After the clauses are 

collected, the following procedure is implemented to answer all research questions: 

Develop the coding frame of the data. Coding frame shows how data have been 

converted into easier to read for purposes of analysis and explains what data mean, 

observe and classify the data, percentage the frequency of the use of move 

categorizations, and draw conclusion of the results. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

 Moves in Introduction Section  

 Based on the data the total of entire moves are 294. Specifically, Move 1 

(Establishing a territory) consists of 144  moves, move 2 (Establishing niche) 

consists of 129 moves, and Move 3 (Occupying the research niche) consists of 21 

moves. We are able to know that in move I, the average number of clauses used by 

the writers is 36 clauses, whereas in move II, the average number of clauses used is 

32.25 and in move III, the average number of clauses used is 5.25. It means in 

overall research journals the dominant used in their research articles is “move I” the 

highest average number from other moves. And which rarely used shows in move III. 

Mirahayuni (2013) points out that the last two steps of move III, move III-2 

"Announcing Principal Finding" and move III-3 "Indicating RA Structure", announce in 



brief the major findings of the research, providing the readers with information of the 

expected findings.  

 To simplify these explanations, the percentage of the articles as a whole is 

shown in Table 1. 

Table 1.  
The average number of clauses in all research  journal articles of  introduction 

section 

No Journal 

MOVE I MOVE II MOVE III 

Total 
 

 
Frequency 

 
Frequency 

 
Frequency 

 

1 SAGE Publisher 72 42 7 121 

2 TESOL Quarterly 33 47 7 87 

3 CELT 16 20 3 39 

4 TEFLIN 23 20 4 47 

Total 144 129 21 294 

Average Number 36 32.25 5.25  

 

 The table shows that, move I (establishing territory) has the biggest average 

number of clauses; it means the researchers often establishes the territory of his/her 

study by orienting the reader to well-established knowledge and it’s recognized as 

obligatory. Then, move II (establishing a niche) has little higher number, It is a key 

move featured in the Introduction section as it connects move I with move III where 

researchers identify the information missing in earlier studies, this move can be 

realized as alternatives. And meanwhile the smallest showed in move III (occupying 

a niche), the researchers turn the niche established in move II into the research 

space that justifies the present article and it’s as optional used. 

  



 Moves in Discussion Section 

 Based on the data, the total of entire moves is 104. Move 1 (background 

information) consists of 13 moves, move 2 (reporting result) consists of 41 moves, 

move 3 (summarizing result) consists of 1 moves, move 4 (commenting on result) 

consists of 19 moves, move V (summarizing the study) consists of 6 moves, move VI 

(evaluating the study) consists of 7 moves, Move VII (deduction from research) 

consists of 17 moves.   We are able to identify that in Move I the average number of 

clauses used by the writers is 3.25 clauses, whereas in Move II the average number 

of clauses used is 10.25, in Move III the average number of clauses used is 0.25 

clauses, then in Move IV the average number of clauses used is 4.75 clauses, next 

Move V the average number of clauses used is 1.5 clauses, Move VI, the average 

number of clauses used is 1.75 clauses and the last Move VII, the average number 

of clauses used is 4.25 clauses.  

To abridge these explanations, the percentage of the articles as a whole is 

shown in Table 2. 

Table 2.  
The average number of clauses in all research  journal articles of  Discussion section 

 

No  Journal 
MOVE 

 I 
MOVE 

 II 

 
MOVE 

III 
 

 
MOVE 

IV 
 

 
MOVE 

V 
 

 
MOVE 

VI 
 

 
MOVE 

VII 
 

Total 

Frequency Frequency Frequency Frequency Frequency Frequency Frequency 
 
 

1 SAGE 
Publisher 

4 5 0 4 1 2 13 29 

2 TESOL 
Quarterly 

6 6 0 5 1 2 3 23 

3 CELT 
 

1 22 1 5 0 0 1 31 

4 TEFLIN 2 8 0 5 4 3 0 21 
 

 
 

13 41 1 19 6 7 17 104 

Average Number 3.25 10.25 0.25 4.75 1.5 1.75 4.25 
 

   



 This finding demonstrated that, Move II (reporting result) has the biggest 

average number of clauses; it means the researchers focus on relevant evidence 

such as statistics and example of research result. Then, move IV has little higher 

number, it means the researchers presents subjective judgments about studies’ 

results, interpreting their findings, and comparing their studies with the literature, and 

meanwhile the smallest showed in move III (commenting on result), it means the 

researchers less to establish the meaning and significance of the research results in 

relation to the relevant field.  

This study is useful for English language teachers in presenting a 

comprehension of rhetorical moves in research journal articles. The findings of this 

study are giving a depiction to novice writers to write and publish their research 

reports in international journal in terms of academic discourse.  

In addition, these findings are able to contribute to educational section, 

particularly in academic writing course of how to write research journal articles 

appropriately.  

There are three recommendations to enhance the richness of aspects related 

to the problems in writing research articles. First, Indonesian lecturers or teachers 

should teach their students the use of various moves in order to be able to write 

academic writing, especially in teaching rhetorical moves. Second, further 

researchers are expected to deal with different field of study to get richer and 

different findings/information. Third, as the scope of the text analysis in this study 

was limited only the elements and linguistic features, further researchers are 

expected to deal with more comprehensive analysis and explore other important 

factors which were not included in this study, such as structural complexities, 



relationships among functions and language usage in writing research articles in 

order to help novice writers or people who are increasingly pressured or intended to 

publish in international journals.  

 

CONCLUSION  

 The styles of native Indonesian writers are they have been able to write the 

introduction and discussion sections on English research articles appropriately. This 

appears from the findings of rhetorical moves from research articles published in 

Indonesian journals accredited by DIKTI, they have fulfilled English research article 

format and did not differ distinctly from those written by native English writers. From 

the analysis done in the tables those have been described in the previous chapter, 

the information can be obtained from the findings from how rhetorical moves in all 

research journal articles are conducted.  

Moves in Introduction Section of Research Journal Articles 

The findings have shown us, move I (establishing territory) is mostly occurred 

or higher than others moves. According to Swales (1990) framework, it is the 

obligatory move and they were focused on the situation or general layout of the 

research area by orienting the reader to well-established knowledge. Then, move II 

(establishing a niche) has little higher number, It is a key move featured in the 

Introduction section as it connects move I with move III where researchers identify 

the information missing in earlier studies, this move can be realized as alternatives. 

And meanwhile the smallest showed in move III (occupying a niche), the researchers 

turn the niche established in move II into the research space that justifies the present 

article and it’s as optional used. 



Moves in Discussion Section of Research Journal Articles 

 The findings have shown us, move II (reporting result) is the most frequent and 

the little higher occurred in move 4 (commenting result). Those are obligatory and 

quasi obligatory from both research journals articles; this indicates that there are 

substantial overlapping elements between the results and discussion sections. Move 

VII (deductions from Research) and move I (background information) as alternative 

of moves. Move VI (evaluating study), Move V summarizing study, and move III 

(summarizing result) as optional of moves. 
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