
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background Study 

Speaking is the ability to compose and convey thoughts through spoken 

language. Speaking is one of the four crucial English skills to learn.1 Furthermore, 

English has four skills that students must master, namely: listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. These four aspects are of course related to each other one and 

another. Apart from that, the important thing for learning English is to understand 

one skill and another.2 

Speaking is the capacity to produce sounds or words in order to 

communicate feelings, ideas, and thoughts. Speaking is a language skill apart from 

listening skills, reading skills, and writing skills.3 Speaking skills are very 

important in everyday life, both formal and informal activities. In education, 

speaking skills are the main asset for everyone, including teachers and students. 

 Speaking skills are ranked second in terms of use after listening skills. 

Among other language skills, speaking tends to be the most challenging skill for 
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second language learners student. In addition, these skills are indicators of whether 

second language learners should be successful in conveying messages orally using 

a second language.4  

However, speaking skills are often underestimated. In fact, speaking skills 

are very important because they help students complete the assignments.5 Speaking 

skills also allow students to connect with other students. In a classroom 

environment, speaking skills allow students to ask questions, provide information, 

and state whether they understand a lesson or not.6 Therefore, teaching speaking 

skills in schools is very important because it helps students express their ideas and 

listen to other people's ideas. 

From the teacher's perspective, choosing a good teaching technique is 

crucial in creating an effective learning experience. Teachers are required to 

consider various factors in teaching, including student characteristics, learning 

objectives, and the material being taught. Thus, the choice of good teaching 

technique by teachers requires a deep understanding of the various techniques 

available, as well as the ability to choose appropriate techniques.7 
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Teaching speaking skills is crucial in the language learning process. 

However, many of the teaching technique currently used tend to be monotonous 

and do not encourage active student participation.  

Learning Together (LT) exists as an alternative form suggested by the 

researcher to overcome this problem. Learning Together (LT) is a cooperative 

learning technique that emphasizes cooperation between students in the learning 

process. This technique allows students to work in small groups, where each 

individual contributes ideas to solve the problems in the assignment so that joint 

agreement is obtained.8 

There have been several studies discussing the use of Learning Together 

(LT) in the classroom. One of them was mentioned in research conducted by Rina 

Astuti Hidayati entitled "The Effectiveness Of The Learning Together Strategy In 

Teaching Vocabulary At Mts Nw Pringgarata Academic Year 2023/2024". This 

research shows that students' test scores have increased when using Learning 

Together (LT) in teaching vocabulary.9  

In teaching reading skills in the classroom, the use of Learning Together 

(LT) also has a positive impact. As stated in the journal “Meningkatkan 
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Keterampilan reading For Comprehension Melalui Metode Learning Together” by 

Dina Riamawati, it is stated that the use of Learning Together (LT) can improve 

student learning achievement and motivate student learning in the field of 

reading.10  

Based on the explanation above, the use of the Learning Together (LT) 

technique in classroom learning shows positive results. Research by Rina Astuti 

Hidayati revealed this technique is effective in teaching vocabulary at Mts NW 

Pringgarata for the 2023/2024 academic year. Apart from that, in learning reading 

skills, the journal written by Dina Riamawati also shows that the Learning Together 

(LT) method can improve students' learning achievement and motivation in reading 

comprehension.  

The researcher is interested in how Learning Together (LT) is used to 

improve speaking abilities, as this topic was not included in the two earlier studies. 

In fact, many students still have difficulty speaking, especially in English. 

 Based on Mrs.Nurajizah one of the English teachers at Madrasah Aliyah 

(MA) Alhidayah Bani Karim stated that Students' speaking skills remain deficient. 

Nurajizah said, “Students struggle to pronounce words correctly and feel less 

confident. Students must be required to speak in front of the class and articulate 

their ideas in English”.11 
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Based on these reasons, the researcher are interested in conducting research 

with the title "Using Learning Together (LT) In Teaching Speaking (A Quasi-

Experimental Research At Second Grade Of Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani 

Karim, Lebak)” 

B. Identification of problems 

        Based on the background of the study above, the problem identification is as 

follows : 

1. The teaching techniques that are widely used tend to be monotonous and do not 

encourage student participation. 

2.  Lack of student interest and motivation in speaking skills when using the 

lecture teaching model. 

C. Limitations of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem identification, the researcher focused 

on how effective the use of Learning Together (LT) in teaching speaking at 

Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak. 

D. Research Questions 

        Based on the background of the study above, the research questions are as 

follows: 

1. How is students' speaking ability in the Eleventh Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al 

Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak? 



2. How is the Learning Together (LT) applied in teaching Speaking in the 

Eleventh Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak? 

3. How effective is the use of the learning together (LT) technique in teaching 

speaking at Eleventh Grade Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak? 

E. Research Objectives 

       Based on the research questions above, the research objectives are as follows: 

1. To find out the students’ speaking at Eleventh Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al 

Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak 

2. To find out if Learning Together (LT) can be applied in teaching speaking at 

the Eleventh Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani Karim, Lebak. 

3. To find out how effective the use of learning together (LT) technique is in 

teaching speaking in Eleventh Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Al Hidayah Bani 

Karim, Lebak. 

F. Research Significance 

1. Theoretically 

The result of the research is expected to enrich information about the progress 

and development of English language learning, especially about using Learning 

Together (LT) in the classroom and will also be useful in further studies. 

2. Practically 

a. For English Teachers of Madrasah Aliyah Alhidayah Bani Karim,Lebak 



The results of this research will be useful for teachers in the English 

teaching and learning process. This research can also help teacher to 

consider using learning together (LT) technique in teaching speaking. 

b. For further research 

Future researchers can conduct further research to explore the influence  

of the Learning Together (LT) technique on other Educational level. 

G. Writing Organization 

This study is divided into five chapters which contain several points that 

explain the chapters. 

Chapter I Introduction, including Study Background, Problem 

Identification, Scope and Limitations of the Problem, Study Objectives, 

Significance and Organization of the study 

Chapter II Theoretical Framework, including the Definition of Speaking, 

Types of Speaking, Teaching Speaking and the Concept of Learning Together (LT). 

Chapter III Research Methodology, including Research Desain, 

Population, Sample, Research Instruments, Research Variables, Data Collection 

Techniques, Validity and Data Analysis. 

Chapter IV Research Findings and Discussion 

Chapter V Conclusions and Suggestions 
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